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THE PROPHET 



What the Prophet’s Message Is, Why His Life Is So Important 
and What He Teaches Me 








































570:22April: The Prophet 

Muhammad itis bom in Makkah 
tather. Abdullah ibn Abd al-Muttal 
dies two months before his birth. 


528! March (£ 

prophet signs th 

Hudaybivyafi- 

the Quran calls 


Muhammad’s mother, takes 

PrnnSlr ^minah dies. ( 

u ^.1 ^fought up first by his grandfather. Abd al- 
Muttaiib. and later on by his unde. Abu Talib) 


J20: f 


r Makkah, wl 

clear victory. 


The Prophet 
Aluhammad^ 

570-632 


take place. like creature with wings, callei 


595 : The Prophet Muhammad marries 
Khadijah. They have four daughters and two 
sons. Sadly, both sc : die very young. 


629: The Ph'P'*'* “fcISC 


Heraclius, to bring 


Divine Presence. 


and comes into the 


605 : The Prophet Muhammad ^ 
helps to rebuild the Kabah. 


630 : January (20 flamacfan, AHfl): 

Makkah surrenders without a fight. The 
Prophet ^ forgives his Makkan opponents. 
The idols are all taken away from the Kabah 
and all of the people there accept Islam. 


622: A plot is hatched in Makkah to kill the Prophet 
Muhammad $. To save his life, the Prophet $ goes 
away to Madinah, which marks the beginning of the 
Islamic calender known as Hijrah. The Prophet $ 
receives a warm welcome from the people of Madinah. 
Most of his followers leave Makkah for Madinah. 


\ * JJaMaA 


610: Beginning of the Prophet's mission. 
The Angel Jibril reveals the first few 
verses of the Quran to him while he is 
thinking about God in the Cave of Hira 
near Makkah. Khadijah. Ali, Abu Bakr and 
Zayd become the first Muslims. 


623: Change of Qiblah from al-Aqsa 
mosque in Jerusalem to the Kabah in 
Makkah. Fasting is enjoined on believers. 


by many Arabian tribes. 


613 : The Prophet ^ starts preaching Islam to 
the people of Makkah. Not many respond to his 
call. Most Makkans oppose him, treating him and 
with scorn and cruelty. 


Now there has come to you a 
Messenger from among you; 
grievous to him is your suffering, 
anxious is he over you, 
gentle to the believers, compassionate. 
So if they turn their back, say: 
"Allah is enough for me. 

There is no deity save Him. 

In Him I have put my trust. 

He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne. 

Al Tawhah (Repentance). 9:12 


his followers 


632 : March (DhulHiijah, AH lOj: The Prophet ^ goes 
for his Hajj (known as the Farewell Pilgrimage). As he 
stands at Arafat to deliver his sermon, the very last 

verse of the Quran is revealed to him. 

Id ht ^ab/a/Awwa/, AHII): The Prophet $ dies 


624: 17 March (JSfiamaobn, AH2): A 

large army of Makkans comes all the wav 

to Madinah to attack the Muslims. An 

oukiumbered Muslim group defeats them 
at Badr near Madinah. 


615 ■ To escape mistreatment, a group 
of the Prophet’s followers leave their 
homes and go away to Ethiopia, where a 


Chnstian King helps 


-The Qurnn. 




































*„«,cpif is wounded am ^ 


570:22April;-^eProphei 


to ,ak« h™ 

Prophet was brought uo fi^Vhv ^'"^h dies. (The 




TXe Prophet 

^uhammad^ 

570-632 


hiow there has come to you a 
IsAessenger from among you; 
grievous to him is your suffering 
anxious is he over you, 
gentle to the believers, compassionate. 

So if they turn their back, say: 

"Allah is enough for me. 

There is no deity save Him. 

In Him I have put my trust. 

He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne." 

-The Quran. Al Taw bah (Repentance). 9; 128-129 
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620: The Prophet sgoesjo* I;', ' 

(he people of the ^ ^ He is wounded all -■ • 


59 Stfi' 

the Prophet MuhamS^o sell her'^fS’ 
tr ‘^^''els to Syria takino He 


S 2 B:March(DhulQadah_AH 6 ):^ 

prophet signs the Pea^ 

Hudaybiyyah. near Makka , 

calls-a clear vrtoy 


goods 


trade 


there 




f?? * The Prophet Muhammad mames 
Khadijah. They have four daughter Sd 
sons. Sadly, both sc : die 


62l!/s.a,^M^(^eNighU«^^^^^^ 


-I^e Proph''t is taken from Makkah to 

ieSmon^a^^likecreaturewrth^^ 

Buraq, brought to him by the Angel JibnL From th 
Temole Mount in Jerusalem, the Prophet s, 
Iccompanied by Jibril, goes up to the Seven Heavens 
and comes Into the Divine Presence. __ 


two 


fi 29' The Prophet & sends letters and couners to the 
kings o'f Persia, Yemen and Ethiopia, and to Emp 
HeLlius, to bring to them the message of Islam. 


605: The Prophet Muhammad 
helps to rebuild the Kabah. 


630: January (20 Ramadan, AH 8 j: 

Makkah surrenders without a fight. The 
Prophet ^ forgives his Makkan opponents. 
The idols are all taken away from the Kabah 
and all of the people there accept Islam. 


622: A plot is hatched in Makkah to kill the Prophet 
Muhammad To save his life, the Prophet 4: goes 
away to Madinah, which marks the beginning of the 
Islamic calender known as Hijrah. The Prophet $ 
receives a warm welcome from the people of Madinah 
Most of his followers leave Makkah for Madinah. 


631: Islam is accepted 
by many Arabian tribes. 


623: Change of Qiblah from al-Aqsa 
mosque in Jerusalem to the Kabah in 
Makkah. Fasting is enjoined on believers 


632: 




624:i7MaASi(r9fla™oto,^Ha.A 
owes all tel 

Madirt to allackte Muslims An 


Hie «rst Caliph in isim ' ^ him 




SIOrBeginningollhePtophersmission. 
The Angel Jibril reveals the first few 
verses of the Quran to him while he is 
thinking about God in the Cave of Hira 
near Makkah. Khadijah, Ali, Abu Bakr and 
Zayd become the first Muslims. 


613: The Prophet 4: starts preaching Islamto 
^ the people of Makkah. Not many respond to his 
1 rjl call. Most Makkans oppose him, treating him and 
f his followers with scorn and cruelty. 


615: To escape mistreatment, a group 
of the Prophet’s followers leave their 
homes and go away to Ethiopia, where < 
Christian King helps t hem. i 
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to 


^arti^ff, 


‘^as ha, 


One 
'Ppy to 


. he^r Che news cf the birth find began 

rethink of 3 name for the bsby boy. 

Finally he decided upon Muhammad, 
' an unusual name that means “often 
praised, ” or "worthy of praise. 

For some time before his birth, 
believers had prayed for a prophet tc 
come, and there bad been signs that 
Allah bad heard their prayers. Jewish 
scriptures told of a prophet that was to 
come. On the night of the Prophet’s 
birth a learned Jew in Yathrib saw a 
brilliant star he had never seen before. 

He called people together around him 
and, pointing to the star, told them 
that a prophet must have been bom. 
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'^ord spread quickly. 
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^ The Prophet's Advice to 
(R His Daughter 

^ ■Ali. the son of Abu Talib, related bow 

Fatunab. his wife and also daughter of the Propb. 

Muhammad #, had to do all the housework 
herself. Her hands used to become blistered from 
working a miUstone, her clothes became dirty from 
sweeping the floor, and she had a mark on her 
neck from having to bring water from far away in a 
large leather bag. Once when the Prophet ^ had 
J many servants come to him, ‘Ali suggested to f 

^ Fatimah that she go and request her father to give [ 
her one of them. But there were many people / 

gathered at his house, so she returned home I 

mthout meeting him. The next day the Prophet / 

* ^°tise of ‘Ali and Fatimah and : 

tked what she had wanted to discuss, but Fatimah / 


, as soon Bs she began nursing Munanm 
#, her milk increased. After they got b. 
home, many things began to change for l 
better. The land became green, and the a 
palms grew heavy with fruit. Dates were oi 
of the family’s main foods. The sheep and 
' camels regained their health. Halimah and 
her husband knew that these blessings were 
because of the baby Muhammad 

Muhammad ^ grew well during his 
stay with Halimah and her family. He 
played with her children, and together they 
would cake Che sheep to graze. When f 

Muhammad # returned to Aminah, he was ^ 

healthy three year old ft 


'^'Drnaa 


days 



2. Nursed in the Desert 


Good Family Ties 

The Prophet # revered parents. He would 
say; "Paradise lies at the feet of mothers,” and 
“God’s pleasure is in the father’s pleasure; and 
God’s displeasure is in the father’s displeasure.” 
^ Those, he believed, who served their parents 
well, were deserving of Paradise. A man once 
asked the Prophet “Who rightfully deserves 
the best treatment from me?” “Your mother,” 
said the Prophet Then the man said, “Who 
comes next?” “Your mother,” said the 
Prophet #. “Who is after that?” asked the man, 
“Your mother,” was the Prophet’s answer. “Who 
comes next?” in sisted the man aga in. “Your 
father,” said the noble Prophet #. 

The Prophet # gave great importance to 
family ties. He said, “The best man is he who is 
best to his wife.” 


It was the custom in those days, in 
Makkah, for mothers to send their babies into 
the desert to be nursed by paid foster mothers 
from among the people who tended sheep. 

The weather in the desert, away from the city, 
was considered more healthy. Aminah, too, 
did this, and so the little Muhammad ^ 
spent the first years of his life with a woman 
named Halimah and her family of the Banu 
Sa‘d tribe. 

Halimah worried that she would not be 
able to care properly for the baby 
Muhammad They were very poor, and 
because of the previous year’s famine, she had 
hardly enough milk to feed her own baby. But 
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^^^^^Tstt , ^ the whole story. 

’'Then ‘Ali told the Pt^^vet saV ves to their 
The Prophet ^ d^_ "O ^ duW 

request. “Feat God, housework and. 

to the Lord. Connnue « do V 33 

. when you go to be at m ’ ^ j,j^d 

S times, praise Him the same number o 

U exalt him 34 times. That makes 100 times 
^ altogether. That will do you more good than 
servant will." (Al-Targheeb wa a(-Tarheeb) 
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.-’Side Makkah It was one such area where 
■ .Muhammad t spent his early days 
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fhe pleasant climi 
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sick two years later. 
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Muhammad# was ado, 
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M A minaret of an old 
mosque in Madinah 
surrounded by green 
palm trees. 





















4- A Thoughtful Boy 


'N^e leam from the stories of his life 
that Muhammad was a verv’ thoughtful 
boy. He took good care of his family's sheep, 
and played with the other children. But he 
also spent much time alone, wondering 
about the m>^teries of nature. He thought 
about the people around him, how they 
lived and how they behaved. Even when he 
was a ver>^ little boy, Halimah said that she 
often found him sitting by himself. 


In the creation of the 
heavens and the earth, and 
in the alternation of night 
and day, there are signs for 
men of sense; those that 
remember God when 
standing, sitting, and lying 
down, and reflect upon the 

creationoftheheavensand 

the earth. 

_SuraJiAl''lmran, 3 ; 190-191 


There are stories about how, even as a 
youngster, Muhammad ^ believed in one 
God, the God of Ibrahim He never 
worshipped idols and refused to swear by 
them as other Arabs had come to do. These 
stories also tell us that Muhammad % was 
troubled by the fact that people always 
seemed to be struggling for power and 
money, and that once rich and powerful, 
they became arrogant and showed no 
generosity to the poor and needy. 

We do not know exactly what 
Muhammad ^ looked like, but his cousin, 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, has given us some idea. 
‘Ali said Muhammad ^ was of medium 
height, broad-shouldered, and had curly hair 
and a thick beard. His walk conveyed 
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, ney were well suited to each other, and wet 
hlesxd mth six children, two hoys and four 
girls. Seidly, however, both sons died af an 
ear/y a^e. 

Kbadijah was not only Muhammad's wife, 
but also his friend and helper, and, later, his 
first disciple. When the Quraysh’s persecution 
of the Prophet # was at its height, just before 
Muhammad's decision to leave Makkah. 

Khadijah died. It was a terrible loss for 

////Ziarrimn.-/ 


^^nauijctn UU 

Muhammad i^. 

J’'<^]y^^rs after Khadijah's death. 

other wives He had 
child, by the last of rh 



if Speakinp; the Truth 

V The Prophet Muhnmmnd ^ once remarked 
^ with great wisdom that you should always tell the 
truth, because that leads to a life of virtue, and that 
you should stay away from people who tell lies, 
yH because that leads to a life of evil. Indeed, the 
noblest quality in a man or woman is honesty. It 
shines forth, showing purity of soul. One who tells 
lies mars his inner self and sinks deeper and deeper 
into evil. The Prophet # observed: "The best 
utterance to me is that of truth. The trader who is 
truthful and trustworthy will be raised on 
Doomsday along with the Prophets. ” (al-Bukhari) 
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more and more sought out to help settle 
isputes. His fame got a mighty boost by an 
incident that took place when Muhammad # 
was not more than 35 years old. 
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. . L rk. Prnnhet Ibraham f^ere 

first W by the p 

was a crisis. Each of ffie 

of Matohdainted that they alone should 

have that honour, finally, it was agreed th 

rhe first man to enter the courtyard of the 
ic,hah would settle the issue. That man was 
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house, she 

^mbb^HonKisCKt- 
upper story ofher house. He 
never grumbled or said 

anythmg to her. One day "w 

ahe was ill and in bed when 

he passed that way. Surprised 
that no rubbish had been emptied 
hrs head, he thought, “She must 
^ Ul, and went upstairs to enquire 
how she was. The woman was very 
ghtened. She thought he had come 
to quarrel with her. When he said he 
had come to enquire after her health 
she began to cry. “What a good man you 
are, she sobbed. “I ill-treat you and you 
enquire after my health. Teach me your 
religion. Teach me your way of life.” 
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The Black Stone 
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mind. Whit is mnns true nuL 

Whit Joes the hirJ require af tis, us 
His servants! From where does 
man come, and where will he go 
after death! 

On the twelfth of February, 610 A.D. 
Muhammad #, now forty years of age, 
went to the Cave of Hira to spend 
Ramadan, the traditional month of retreat. 
He was sitting all alone in this cave, when 
he had an extraordinary experience. 


creation. Vie vast silence of the desert, wi 
endless sand and sky and, at night, equall] 
endless darkness, alive only with the twink. 
of millions and millions of tiny stars, seema 
bring one very close to the Creator. 

Often Muhammad ^ would stay alone 
for days in the Cave of Hira, which was near 
the top of Jahal al-Nur, or the Mountain of 
Light, three miles from Makkah. He would 
return home only for more supplies of food 
and water, and then go back to the solitude of 
nature to pray and meditate, asking the 
Maker of the heavens and the earth for 
answers to the questions that 


m i^aws of Islam 

I Prophet 

I ^^Lammad ^ taught his followers. 
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« The Night of o 
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read." Muhammad & p ' '* 
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created created man from a clot. 

Read: And your Lord is the Most 
■| Generous VY-7to taught by the pen, 

PPF Laught man what he did not know. 

These were the first words of the Holy 

Quran. Muhammad # felt these lines 
actually written on his heart. But the 
^penence left him surprised and conhised. 
He even felt he might be faUing ill. He 
rushed back to his wife, Khadijah, who 
comforted him. She took him to her cousin, 
Waraqah, who told him that the revelation 
he had had was from the same source as the 
messages of the Prophets Musa and Isa 
iSj. Gradually he began to understand—his 
quest had finally been rewarded. His 
restless, searching soul had been joined with 
his Lord. 

Allah not only gave him guidance, but 
He also chose Muhammad ^ as His 
Prophet and special Messenger, to bring His 
word to a world that had gone badly astray. 

It was a tremendous responsibility. But 
Muhammad far from becoming 
vain or proud, remained as 


as ever. 


'estiny K-hkI nnd humble 

He continued 

Vears, when .u. . next twenty tl" 


when the Arr ^ 

P“' -f w„d,|„s 1 i„ lu., . 
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Muhammad ^ coulH 
revelations happen, nor stop them rf" 
might happen while he was male' 
while sitting, while praying, or eve"n wS'"" 
ndmg hts camel. He always knew when L 
were about to happen, and his Companions 
could see the change come over him. He 
would fall silent, and normally lay down 
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: hi., body and might never return. 

, "Nor once did I receive a revelatio 

without thinking rhat mv soul had 
been torn away," said the Prophet. 
At the end of the experience 
Muhammad # would return to 
normal, and recite the new verses of 

i the Quran. His Companions were 
instructed to record them. 
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The Quran— 

A Supreme Miracle 

The Prophet Muhammad ^ faced many people m 
his lifetime who did not believe in him. They 
challenged him to work a miracle like the Prophet 
Isa ^ in order to prove that God had really sent him as 
His messenger. This he did not do. He retorted that it 
was quite unnecessary, as the Quran itself was the 
supreme miracle. If anyone doubted it, let them try to 
compose ten surahs that would bear comparison with it: 
Produce ten invented chapters like it. Call on 
whom you will among your idols, if what you 
say be true. (U:I2). 

He also pointed out that there were obvious signs 
of God everywhere—in the beauty of nature, in life- 
giving water, in the growth of crops and in the miracle 
of birth. The entire universe, in fact, was proof of His 
existence as the Creator and Sustainer. 

Allah s message to His prophets was made directly 
through the angol Jibril. The Quran i, the final 
revelanon. made to the Ptophet Muhammad Thete 
wete neo „a,n way, in which the tevelations came to 

-V. Bm:™::":™"" ^ wa, 

hell piercing his heatt and * ^ 

method was vety hatd an i 

‘heQutanstatrcd * tT l' 

* continued in a ^ u ® 

revelation of the Ou L The 

W«e his death, whe^the PrT 
“veatsofage T^^Phet ® was 















9 The Messenger of God 


These astonishing events were at first 
difficult for people to understand. They were 
still living in an age which is now called the 
“Days of Ignorance.” And remember that after 
the first revelation, the Prophet Muhammad ^ 
himself had been totally shaken by the 
experience. It had only been very gradually, 
with IChadijah s help, that he had come to 

understand and accept what had happened_ 

that he had been chosen by Allah as His 
messenger to mankind. 


Like Khadijab tu r, 
a‘^d friends realized b^" fam , 

revelations be received The ’ 

Kbadijab was tbe first to ' 
respond to tbe call of the 

Prophet Her cousin, 
tbe wise man Waraqab, 
explained to her that 
just as Jibril had come 
to Musa ^ earlier on 
Mount Sinai and told 
to guide his people, so too 
would Muhammad ^ be 
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^^‘‘"'''tthePtophet’* 

who becam 

closest Companion-A 

Muhammad# taught 

Khadijah and the small 

group of friends how to pray. 

and they would Pt®V “Set 
At a certain point, atter 
the Prophet had been doing 

this for three years, the angel 

Jibril commanded Muhammad 
^ to speak openly, and he 
began to hold public meetings. 
Slowly the message of Allah, 
the Maker of heaven and earth 
and all the things in heaven 
and on earth, began to spread. 
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thought only o ^ they P , 
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3 „d evU was t«,wa, that , 

utall tunes and being careful not 

limits set by Him. about 

True, Allah was mercdJ and^b^^^^^^^^ 

everyone and theu reasons 

rhev did-and if people were 

thoughts and actions, they would be forpve 

God wasaUoperfectly just-tf people who had 

passed a lifetime doing bad things were still not sorry 
about them by the rime they died, they would not 
be forgiven. 

The Quraysh of Makkah felt particularly 
threatened. The Prophet’s message that there was 
only one God, and that all men were brothers who 
served Allah, challenged the way the Quraysh had 
come to live. They worshipped many different idols, 
believed in all kinds of magic, fought amongst each 
other for worldly gain, upheld the code of blood- 
feud or vengeance, and ODnre.«;spH anri mictr^^ctor-l 






























9. The Messenger of God 


Like Khadijah, the PronK • 
and friends realized he was 

kind and down-to-earth person 
revelations he received were 

vvith selfishness, hatted 

were a clear guide to righteousness, aM 

msight into the kingdom of God 
Khadijah was the first to 
respond to the call of the 
Prophet Her cousin, 
the wise man Waraqah, 
explained to her that 
just as jibril had come 
to Musa ^ earlier on 
Mount Sinai and told 
to guide his people, so too 


These astonishing events were at first 
difficult for people to understand. They were 
still living in an age which is now called the 
“Days of Ignorance.” And remember that after 
the first revelation, the Prophet Muhammad ^ 
himself had been totally shaken by the 
experience. It had only been very gradually, 
with Khadijah’s help, that he had come to 
understand and accept what had happened— 
that he had been chosen by Allah as His 
messenger to mankind. 
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Khadijah and the small 

the Prophet had been doing 
this for three years, the angel 

Jibril commanded Muhammad 

§ to speak openly, and he 

began to hold public meetings. 

Slowly the message of Allah, 
the Maker of heaven and earth 
and all the things in heaven 
and on earth, began to spread. 





preac' 


>|S>^ 


1 ■; 

i: 

, that diet'i j 

iuaset"^ * du.g to theit own . 

! oily given 

g thought 7 Or had j the ^ 

I comfoit and lu ^ hungW . 

Had tney 

I experienced it-®y ' ess. The most impot' 
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cuaury a person cou d God 

at all times and being 

limits set by Him. about 

True, Allah was mercW an 

atom theruby the time they died, they would not 
be forgiven. 

The Quraysh of Makkah felt particularly 
threatened. The Prophet’s message that there was 
only one God, and that all men were brothers who 
m served Allah, challenged the way the Quraysh had 
come to live. They worshipped many different idols, 
believed in all kinds of magic, fought amongst each 
other for worldly gain, upheld the code of blood- 
feud or vengeance, and oppressed and mistreated 
those who were poorer and weaker than they. 

The Prophet’s own tribe, the Quraysh, were in 
charge of the Kabah with its idols, and when they 
ga realized that he was trying to stop people from 

worshipping them, they were furious because they 
thought their profit was in danger. 









3 Justice 


Before Islam, the blood feud prevailed; 
when a member of a group was injured or 
killed by a person from another group, the 
first group had the right of vengeance, a 
tooth for a tooth, a life for a life. But the 
Quran praised the Muslim who accepted a 
penalty less severe on the criminal than was 
warranted by his crime, or who forgave 
altogether. The Quran also decreed that if a 


believer deliberately killeH 
be punished in Hell- f he w 

r.v blood 

The Quraysh tried in 

including the use of force J7 

Prophet Muhammad # from 1 
stop the message from spreading Th’’' 
determined to crush the niov. 
costs, because they were too 

the error of their ways and change foeirt^ r 
and practices. ^ beliefs 

So the Prophet Muhammad # was 


i„ and inst'h- 

j,0every kind stones were 

subjecr^‘“ .^ewninW^P'^Veltedwith 

Thornsw^'" .andhewasP"*' 

, his house, ano 

t<«. faced uli kind* a slave, 

example, when i tortured by 

Ills master. ^ a 
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Bakr was able to free Bilal. 
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*e usuaUy think “f “ ^ fon„, only the punrv » 

to” 

me out of the darkness into the Light. 

Muslims can pray alone wherever they are at the 
prayer times, or they can join aU other worshippers who 
are saying prayers at the mosque. The Friday midday 
prayer at the mosque is compulsory for all Muslim 
males to attend. When many people pray together at 
this time, this is called ‘congregational’ prayers. 

The preparation for prayers is also part of the salah, 
and this is meant to train believers in cleanliness, 
punctuality and self-discipline, and in having the ability 
to rise above personal worries or passing fancies. Of first 
importance is niyah, or intention; and this refers to the 
process of closing one s mind to worldly distractions, 
cleamng one’s body and choosing a clean place to pray. 
The ntual cleansing, called wudu, is done in a quiet 
and prayerful way. 

The Prophet, being a very considerate person, did 
not wan, worshippers to suffer any unnecessary 
hardship while saying their prayers. One day he went 

I *rs.'mri:rtr;:.n.rardtd 

t by fatigue. The Prophet saW "Unri '' 7" "'"kvned 
you pray while vn„ k.,.. .c.' '‘-3.^' 'ach of 



































■■ A Christian King Helps Out 


group of the Prophet’s C,. ^ ^ ® 

daily torture and hardshipTft MakkT 

'’'»Pho.'. .d«c, Jek .hote i 

Abyssinia (Ethiopia) with the Ch 
King Najashi (Negus) UnH ■'uler. 
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he long for their return. Then thev 
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Malckah. bu they have not even become 
Christians like you.” The King’s advisers 
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mnaculous buth of the PrUet1:aS Tnf/ ", ll""' 
the pure worth of the PtopC 'hi t^'h 

he was an infant in the cLiL "■' 

I am Allah’s servant; 

He h^ given me *e Book, and made me a Prophet. 

He has made me Blessed, wherever I may be- 

“ntmanded me to pray, and to give alms, so 
long as I live, and likewise to cherish my mother; He has 
not made me arrogant or wicked. 

I was blessed the day I was bom, 

and peace be upon me. the day’l die, and the day I am 
raised up alive.' 

—Surah h/iaryam, 19 : 30-32 
--^ - 
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P^°mptly , 

straight away. ° them 

But the Kine ms 
angry, saying. ..No’, by^'r"’ 
for protection and I to ,, 

to say.” The Makkans ^ drey h„ " 

realizing that the Kin dismayed at rP 
J^nse the migrants’ sincrri^ 

Muslims entered, thev rl vi^' 

King Najashi and were th 

the advisers. But the rebuked by 

“We kneel only to Allah ” Tb 

-ked .h,m Ku,, N.,.* 

said: ”0 King, we and o '^“P^ets cousin, 

th^K u Bmail : - built 

he Kabah and worshipped only Allah. We 

did quite unspeakable things, worship, ;,,g 
idols, treating our neighbours unfairly' 


This was our 
die weak au^^ ^ c aniong 

l';,,l,een honest. '""*^^1, , to give up th^ 

customs of ot expect and help our 
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Maryam, the pure an aisbelieving 
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Overwhelmed at this, the King 
exclaimed: “The messages of ‘Isa and 
Muhammad come from the same source. 

And drawing a line with his cane on the floor, 
he said joyfully, “Between your religion and 
ours there is really no more difference than 
this line.” King Najashi gave the Muslims 
permission to live peacefully in his realm. The 
clever Makkans were sent home bitterly 
disappointed. 
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Prophet# went to Ta’if, a nearby city, to 

spread his message and seek help. But the 

people ofTa’ifrefused to listen to the 
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Prophet the street 

,t of toWU’ setri k prophets 
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Archangel GabriU 

Suddenly, the ^ 

appeared '""^jti.'Malak al-Jibal 

rp:o:i:ra:aHe^ 

Zr^nidelL. I am hopeful for their 
descendants, who will one day serve Your 
cause.” Then he returned to Makkah. 
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the Sky and said. “No. O my Lordr 
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An Extraordinary Experience 


At this hitter moment, when the Quraysh 
seemed to he on the verge ot cuishing Islam, 
the Prophet Muhammad ^ had an 
exmiordinarv- experience—al-lsra and al-Miraj, 
the Night Journey and the Ascension. 

One night, as the Prophet Muhammad ^ 
slept next to the Kahah, in the same spot where 
Ahd al-Muttalih used to sleep, the Archangel 
Jibril woke him and took him on a strange, 
white winged animal, called Buraq (lightning), 
from Makkah to al-Aqsa mosque in far away 
Jerusalem. There the Prophet Muhammad ^ 
met Ibrahim Musa ^ and Isa ^ and the 
other prophets, and they prayed together. 


took the Prophet* u 

Heaven s gates, where he saw . ^ 
angels. One was Malik the K 

never sntiles. Malik gaveXVrl^^"' 

glimpse into Hell to let him see th/ ' 


THE ISRA AND Ml'RAJ 


For the Prophet the Night Journey and 
the Ascension was a turning point. After years of 
persecuaon and the terrible sadness of losing 
both Khadi)ah and Abu Talib, the experience 
gave him great comfort and the strength to go 
on. He became cominced that Allah was always 
with him. 

This experience of the Divine Presence is 
important for us: though we may never have the 
good fortune to experience God with our whole 
being, both spiritual and physical, as the Prophet 
did, the mward, spiritual aspects of the 
experience can still be striven for and shared by 
even' Muslun who is God-feaming and good. 

It was during this experience that Allah s 
commandment on prayer was revealed to the 
Prophet Muhammad He reported that Allah 
wanted men to pray fift>- times a day. but that 
on the Prophet Musa’s advice, he had appealed 
for a less difficult routine. At last ^Hah ^solved 
that there should be five prayers a day. That has 
remained Muslim practice ever since. 

The Prophet's Companions recorded this and 


misery of 




all of the other important events in the Prophet .. 
life, along with his observations and words of 
wisdom, with great faithfulness and precision, i .-se 
records came to be known as the hadith (traditU 
or sayings of the Prophet ^), and served as an ideal 
guide to righteous living. 

One collector of Hadith stands out from the 
others. He was a cousin of the Prophet by the 
name of ‘AbduUah ibn ‘Abbas. He was only thirteen 
when the Prophet died. It is said that he memorize 
no less than 1660 sayings of the Prophet^, and 
would go to as many as thirty Companions to make 
sure that his version of each haduh was conec . 

Once when he went to check on a haditn 
prev?ously unknown to him, he found the 
Cing hi afternoon nap. No. wishing to disturb 

*He boy waited outside Cousin 

When the Companion came out, he said, w 
f ,h.. Ptoohet &'■ What is the matter with you. 
h J semt fofme, 1 would have come to you. 

you had sent „ ^,.p|,eJ 

■Abduirh. “for knowledge is sought-it does not ,us. 
come.” 
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the brilliance of pure light. 

Too soon, the experience ended and 
he was brought back to earth. The Prophet 
^ was amazed to find the spot where he 
had lain was still warm, and the cup he 
had tipped over was still emptying. This 
incredible experience had taken place in 
less than a moment! 

The next morning, the Prophet ^ 
told the Quraysh what had happened. 

They didn t believe him. Many Muslims 
were amazed and wanted the Prophet ^ 
to explain how such a thing could happen. 
But the Prophet’s description of Jerusalem, 
and the caravans he had seen on the way ’ 
back to Makkah, convinced them he was 
telling the truth. 











H The Migration to Madi 


^ The Cave of Thawr outside Makkah, where the Prooher h 

The Prophet’s message was spreading far 
and wide and his following was growing. No 
longer all alone and easy to attack, the 
Prophet became the target of a murder plot 
hatched by the Quraysh, who wanted to stamp 
out Islam. In the meantime, the Lord 
commanded him to leave Makkah and go to 
Yathrib (now known as Madinah), to which 
many Companions had already migrated, and 
where he would be offered protection. 

Under cover of darkness, the Prophet 
Muhammad ^ and Abu Bakr slipped away on 
camel-back, leaving ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib lying in 
the Prophet’s bed, so that the Quraysh would 
not realize he had left Makkah. When the 
Quraysh came to know, they offered a large 
reward for the capture of the Prophet # and 

sent out search parties. 

Guessing that the Prophet # intended to 
Yathrib (about 250 miles north of 


go to 
Makkah), most 


of the search parties headed m 
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protect us. When the search party came to the 
entrance of the cave, Abu Bakr and the 
Prophet ^ could hear them talking quite 
clearly. Someone called out, “Forget it. There’s 

[THE SPIRIT OF MIGRATION 

Hijrah—migration—isne-. : ; . - .tin, but for the higher 
, purpose of serving Allah. The a example was the 

I Prophet’s move from Makkah i ) - l.Jinah, where the Muslims 
were now able to establish an ;mr>.uranr Islamic centre, and 
1 carry out the work of da‘iuah mucli more successfully than in 
Makkah. After the death of the Prophet, inspired by his well- 
I known “Final Sermon”, preached at the Mount of Mercy at 
j Arafat to many thousands of people, most of the Companions. 

1 and many others, migrated, and wherever they went, they 
engaged in da'wah work. Under their influence, whole 
1 soceties, whole nations changed the.r fatth. their culture and 

even their languages. ^ Him. m 

With the end of Muslim rule in Spain, the u 
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A A r^ninaret of the Prophets Mosque .n Madinah seen at sunnse 

It was now 622 A.D., twelve years after the 
beginning of the revelation of the Quran. As the 
Prophet on his she-camel Qaswa, and Abu 
Bakr rode through the date groves and orchards 
outside Madinah, people gathered to greet them. 
The welcome was joyous. All those who migrated 
with the Prophet ^ were called Muhajir and were 
treated as brothers and sisters by the Muslims of 
Madinah, the Ansar. The Ansar even shared 
their possessions and properties with the 
Muhajir. From that day on, the town of 
Yathrih was known as Madiuut al-hJabU or 
The Cir>' of the Prophet. Even^ citizen of ^ 
Madinah wanted him to be his guest. “1 shal 
.tat wherever Allah wants me to,” he said. 1 
. .,11 ,.tav in the house before which my camel 
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a man called Ayuh al- 
fipiphefs host. “Where shall 1 build 






Self-Sacrifice 

The Muslims who came to Madinah from Makkah were clearly going to be a burden 
on the liKal Muslims. The immigrants were empty-handed, while the local people (Amdr) 
had houses, bnds. orchards, etc. But the Madinan Muslims gave a hearty welcome to the 
tu-wcomeis. As the Quran says: “Those, before them, who had homes in the City 

hm-'rf! H ?■'“h" have sought reflige with 

-h- abovefbemseLZ 

prosper." (59:9) m want. Those that preserve themselves from their own greed shall surely 
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■6. The Peace Treaty 

■ratead of satlsIytog'th/S'*"”? ” 

all i„ o„e pl.„ a„d 

becoming s„o„g„ i„ 
years after .ft, Prop|>„., ^ » 

thousand strong army of the Quraysh 
approached Madinah to attack. 

The Quraysh camped at Badr, a group 

o wells about eighty mUes from Madinah. 
Here they met the Prophet ^ with a small 
band of believers. By divine help, the 
Muslims succeeded against heavy odds in 
defeating the Quraysh. The fighting lasted 
only a few hours, with very few of the 
Muslims having been wounded. Their defeat 
further enraged the Quraysh, and they 
launched more battles within the space of a 
few years. 

The Battle of Uhud took 
place in 624 AD, when the 
Makkans, under Abu Sufyan, 
attacked with about 3000 
well equipped men. The 
Prophet’s men numbered 
only 700. Up till then, in all 
battles the Arabs had always 
carried away all the booty 
which they could lay their 
hands on. But this time the 
Prophet ^ gave strict 
instructions. No one was to 
take anything. They were not 


fighting for gain. 

The battle rased f, 
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advantage of this to lead T ’ 
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Prophet ^ himself was wo. d 
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.hough he deed a.,d.„,duft,„„,g 

Then Ah. the Prophet’s son-in-law. 

sprang forward, and a cry was heard, “The 
Prophet ^ is alive!” The Madinites rallied 
together. At last the Makkans rode away. 
They had lost 14 men, while the Madinites 
had lost 70, among them the Prophet’s uncle, 
Hamzah. The Prophet # was sad tor his dead 
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could not crush the Madinites. Then, 
suddenly, there was a terrible storm and 

the wind raced furiously, blowing away 
their tents and stores. The Makkans 
decided to retreat and left 
quickly for their own 
city. So ended the 
Battle of the Trench. 














“A Clear Victory" 

In the sixth year of the Hijrah, or 628 A.D., the 
Prophet s, acting on the word of GM, set out on a 

pdgl^age to Makkah along with 1400 Companions. Bu 

the Quraysh stopped them at a place called 
al-Hudaybiyyah, some eleven kilometres from Makkah. 
Here the Prophet signed a peace treaty with the 
Quraysh, which was called hy the Quran “a clear 
victory.” The Treaty provided for ten years of peace 
between the Quraysh and the Muslims. There was to be 
no war or treachery between them. The Treaty was 
concluded with the agreement that the Muslims would 
not make the pilgrimage that year, but that the 
following year the Prophet Muhammad ^ and his 
followers would be free to go to Makkah and stay for 
three days. 

JsM^r Treaty were 

that the pagans would, howev,^r oil l 

no'S ““elutag 1X76™“ 

to Madinah, but if anv m? ^ tnigrate 

t^tum to Makkah, he S 

pagans visiting Madinah ^ u ; 

parties. ‘ any of the nv„ 


the 











17 . Inviting to Islam 


the Prophet ^ haei ric r 
10 . 000 . “ 
Makkah. ® of 

The Quravsh xvere again furious, and 
regretted having signed the Treaty of 
Hudaybivyah. But if they broke the Treatv 
openly, they would clearly look like villain, 
they began breaking it secretly, by supplying'” 
weapons on the quiet to the Muslims' enemies 
Aware of this betrayal, the Prophet ^ knew 
that he must take over Makkah. 

The Prophet Muhammad ^ wanted to 
avoid bloodshed, so he did not tell any of his 
followers of his plans to capture Makkah. He 
gathered the biggest possible army — ten 
thousand in all — for he aimed at frightening 
the Makkans into submission, so that the city 
could be captured without any need for 


><s;trounded'’V 
sad ttet it 

1 to fight '" 
(tl,eQuiaYsf> 

p„«er to confront ttettr 

indeed, no one dtd.T 
Mattahwas,asthePropb 
Woodless victory. 


The Treaty of Hudayhvyy>ah was a great 
victor>% because it gave the Prophet 
h/lubammad 4 ^ time to turn his attention to 
the other tribes of Arabia and the Kings and 
Emperors of the countries bordering Arabia, to 
tell them the message of Islam. With the 
treaty, the Muslims were also able to return to 
Makkah for the pilgrimage, and though they 
could stay only three days, they made a deep 
impression on the people of Makkah, who saw 
the simplicity and devotion of their lives, the 
kindness and respect v.dth which they treated 
each other, and the love they had for their 
leader, the Prophet Muhammad Within 
)ust two years, the number of people siding 
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Khusiu, the King of P^stn- 
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1 believes in - 
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I onb God, Who has no partners, 
i Muhammad is I*~ —■ 

» wish to convey to ^ou 
lH Allah’s messenger to a 
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S doom will befall 


the leader of Persia. 
folbm right guidance, 

Allah and His messenger, and 

no deit^ save Allah, the 
,—find that 
His servant and messenger. I 
„ n Allah’s call, for I am 
"■) all mankind, sent with the 
all those who are alive that 
on those who reject the truth. 
If ^ou submit to Allah, you will be safe. If you 
— refuse, ^ou shall 
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responsibility for 
tbe Magians 
(i.e. your 
people). 
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18. A Forgiving Conqueror 

Victors are usually proud and happy to 
take revenge on their \dctims, but not the 
Prophet Muhammad After his conquest of 
Makkah the Prophet displayed the utmost 
humilit>^ When he entered Makkah, his head 
was bowed so low that people could see his 
beard touching the camel’s saddle. Standing 
at the door of the Kabah, the Prophet ^ 
delivered an address: 

There is none worthy of being served save 
the One, Allah. He has fulfilled His promise 
and offered help to His servants. He alone 
has brought the hosts of enemies low. 

The Prophet ^ did not claim any credit 
for the victory: he said it was entirely Allah’s 
doing. And he went on to forgive the 
Quraysh: 

I say to you as Yusuf said 
to his brothers: Let no 
reproach be upon you this 
day. Go, you are free. 

Fven Cthman ibn 
Talhah who had once refused 
the Prophet’s entry to the 
Kabah and persecuted him, 
was later given back the key 
to the shrine, and it remains 
with his family to this day. 


The door mixed rotton and 

thick curain o q „ 

silk on which ^“f^Lraphy worked in 

are inscribed in fine ca g thread 


turned to the ^ 

idols that had been placed t^ 'h 
recited from the Quran: ' 

In the Name 0/Allah, the Benefice 

falsehood has vanished away. Loi 
Falsehood is ever bound to vanish. 

All of the idols crashed to the 
floor. The Prophet ^ and his followers 
then cleaned and purified the Kabah, 
and Bilal, who had a strong and 
beautiful voice, was ordered to climb to 
its top and give the call to prayer. 
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A Simple M 


an 


Prophet Muhammrrnevlrb'h 
he was greater or better tba if 

never itvade people feel smaU^^^' 
embarrassed. He urged T 

kindly aird humblv ^ ‘o live 

they could and giving i^T^ whenever 
g in cHanty, especiallv i-r» 

without any thought of reward. 

The Prophet # himself was never 
^eedy. He ate very little and only simple 
foods. He preferred never to fill his stomach. 
Sometimes, for days on end, he would eat 
nothing but raw food. He slept on a very 
simple mattress on the floor and had almost 
nothing in the way of home comforts or 
decorations. One day Hafsah, his wife, tried 
to make him more comfortable at night by 
folding his reed mat double—without telling 


^ an examole of' 

sinnple architecture during the early i;.,., of IsSm. ^ ^ 

him—to make it softer for him. i hat night 
he slept peacefully, but he overslept and 
missed the pre-dawn prayers. He was so 
distressed when he found out that he never 
slept like that again. 

Simple living and contentment were the 
key teachings in the Prophet’s life: ‘When 
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t. h he washed himself 

clothes, wh'* , loving, peace-l°''“'® 
Hewasahome-lovmg'P ^ 

u ,n being, “'lldieny®''®' 

riVi. f"”*, 

. *h means: “May peace be upon you 
peace is the most wonderful thing on earth. ^ 


Truth 

^ a i . bV rp\\ 

and said: O go to 

“"d f he does good 

het* repWed’ P th he ^ of 

man speaks ttm the ^ 

, Miever in sooa 

He was a SnT> and 

always greeting P said: 

showing respect to who 

■•The dearest of you to me 

‘“"mI-oSs weds and accions 
^eealhimasamanotgreatgendeness, 

kindness, humility, good homo" 

excellent common sense, who had 

great love for animals and for all peopl , 
especially his famdy. Above all, he was 
a man who practised what he preached. 
His life, both private and public, v^as a 
perfect model for his followers. 

The Prophet # did not have many 
children. His two sons by Khadijah died 
when they were very small, and another 
baby boy, whom he had later on, also 
died. However, he had four daughters, 
all of whom married and had children. 
Of them, the most famous, was his 
youngest daughter, Fatimah, who 
married his nephew ‘Ali and gave him 
two grandsons. Haesusn u 
















“ of the Prophet 
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God s power over all rh- ^ and how 
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The Prophet ^ advised people ■ 

to pray in times of peace and plenty, M 
and not just in rimes of difficulty. One M 

of his favourite prayers in the Quran 
was for parents: “My Lord, have mercy ^ 
on them, as they have raised me up m 

when I was little.” He also said U 

brotherly love was a great virtue. In his W 
prayers to his Creator for all of |9 

humanity', he would say: “O Lord, all 0 
Your servants are brothers.” 

TTie Pn^phet ^ urged his followers flip 
to ask Allah for forgiveness: “Allah m| 

holds out His hand at night for those jra 
who hav’e d(me wn^ng during the day to ^ ^ 

repent. And He holds out His hand ^ y , 

during the day for those who hav'e done 
wTi>ng at night to repent.” 

To have Gtxi’s special protection, 
he would pray. “Allah, save me from 

in,vanir\ and incurable diseases. 

O Allah, save me from want, poverp’ 

■ ig humbled. Save me from 
-•.>1? vvrtinged. 
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of the TWO Dblas. or 
^ The prophet 

faith^l .n -n Makkah 

The Prophet ^ would urge 
people to remember Allah 
constantly, as he believed that “one 
who remembers his Lord and one 
who does not remember his Lord are 
as unlike as the living and the 
dead.” Therefore, the Prophet ^ 
would urge his followers to 
remember Allah by day and by 
night, even if only by saying a few 
words. To make it easy for them to 
do this, he taught them a short 
prayer, saying: 

Two phrases are light on the 

tongue yet heav>' in the Balance 

and beloved by the Merciful: 

“ ^nA/la/iwahiWna,. 
Sul,^nAU,/.A,e«,, 

^asnificent.) 
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21. The Prophet’s Hajj 

H.jrah, o, 632 AD,the Prophe, 
Mj-ammad* se, ou, f„, Makkah 
perfo™ his Hajj. This dm. abou, ICKJ.OOO 
balKvers accompani.d him. Th.s pilptaa.. 
IS commonly known as the Hajj of the 
Farewell (Hajjat al-Wida). Here he 
explained the rules of Hajj, and gave his 
famous speech, known as the Final Sermon 
(Khutbah of the Hajjat al-Wida). 

Upon reaching Makkah, the 
Prophet ^ and his followers put on the 
white, seamless sheets that showed their 
equality before Allah. This is 
called ihram. Then the pilgrims 
went directly to the Kabah and 
walked round it seven times in a 
counter-clockwise direction. This 
is called the tawaf. As pilgrims 
arrived they called out: 

Here I am, O Allah, 
here 1 am! 

Here 1 am, 

O You without equal, 

Here 1 am! 

Yours is the kingdom, 

the praise and the glory 

O You without equal, 

God Alone! 

This is the prayer called the 
talbiyaK which is the answer to 
the divine call to come and give 
one’s life wholly to Allah. 


Next, they ran b 
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■bohlm a loUave hi 

son Ismail in His care in’rh 

caUcy or M,kk.h. 

soon began to die of thirst. Frantic H 

back and forth between the hUltop:,rX;: 

spot a passmg caravan in the distance. Bw 
there was none. Finally, when all seemed lost, 
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A The sacred "ncWng “he r^torP^nyer 

square meters |88 acres|_ (ne mosque. 

Hajj and Ramadan more than twice as many 
into it and fill its adjoining plazas. 

Our Lives Should Revolve Around the Lord 

5000 years ago, the Prophet Ibrahim ^ was commanded by Allah to lay the 
foundations of the Kabah— the House of God in Makkah and to call people to 
make a pilgrimage (hajj) to it. People throughout the ages have responded to this 
call, and now every year over two million people come from every comer of the ‘i 

globe to perform this rite. ^ 

Hajj is one of the five tenets of Islam, and every Muslim, having the means, and 
healthy enough to travel, must go on this pilgrimage once in his or her lifetime. All 
pilgtm have to wear special, very simple clothes so that all may appear equal. 

The Sacted Mosque at Makkah. once quite small, is now huge enough to hold as 
Ts Ngrims go round the Kabah seven 

niXT: rjr'r cany out other 

Satan at Mina, and standi^rblf' V Marwah, stoning the pillars of 

listening to sermons. The Hajj e^d ^ f Arzhi, praying and 

_ 1 he Ha„ ends wtth a hnal encircling of the Kabah. 
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“ The Last Ser 


nion 


to stand on the Mount 

and thought about Allah and prayed for H 

mercy. This is called the teuuuf H I 

the semton on that dav theT 

tnat day the last passage of the 

Quran was revealed to the Prophet 
Muhammad *: -Today I hay. p,rfoo„d you, 
ehgion and 1 have completed My blessing 

upon you, and I have approved Islam for your 
religion.” 

After pra>dng, the Prophet spoke to 
his followers. He told the Muslims to let the 
Quran and his own example be their guides 
in life. He ordered them to stop living as they 
had done before Islam. Revenge, a very old 


Ramadan with the Prophets 

The Prophet ^ said: “Those who fast are 
destined to have two joys: One at the time of iftar 
and the other when they meet their Lord.” 

The observ'ance of fasting (which means no 
eating and drinking from dawn to sunset) during 
the 29 or 30 days of Ramadan, the ninth month of 
the Islamic lunar calendar, is one of the five pillars 
of Islam. It is a crash course in self-discipline, 
making us more aware of the necessity to do good 
and avoid evil, and more thankful to God for His 
grace and compassion. Believers during that penod 
spend longer than usual on their prayers and the 
recitation of the Quran, and give more in alms. 
They also avoid h^g. cheating, obstructing justice 

^ or oppressing their fellow men. Such selfless 

^ behaviour is required of believers, not only dunng 
« Ramadan, but throughout then enttre Itves. E ry 
K believer-man and woman-must observe rhe fast. 

S But those who are ill dunng ,ead, 
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tr;h.lition in Arabia 

tribes. "Have , ; """ ‘^ea to 

tbe Prophet % aTer^e"''"'^'^ 

the sermon Zt", ^ 

up and cried: "My Lord! HavT 

»dmycallin^,p.;re 

gathering: "You will be asked ah 

what will you say?" » 

They answered with one voice- “We h 
witness that you have conveyed Allah’s 
message and have performed your duty and 
that you have meant goodness for us.” Pointing 
his index hnger toward heaven and then to the 
people, he said: “Oh, Allah, be wimess; 

O Allali, be witness; O Allah, be witness.” 


n ..theyPtt' bbles 3, 

Satan--.p-— 

(hemselves- sacrificed, and 

IjHeKabah. The meat from the 


^ The Pilgrimi standing on In'cs^m^po^d^^of 

sacriace was sent to the poor and needy. 

Three months after '"etuming o 
the Farewell Pilgrimage to Madinah th 

Prophet# fell ill- The Messenger of 

Allah died on 8 June 632 A. D. He was 
63 years old. As the news of his death 
spread, people refused to believe it. 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, with his sword 
unsheathed, swore that he would slay 
anybody who said that the Prophet ^ 
had passed away. Seeing the chaos, Abu 
Bakr mounted the pulpit and 
announced: “O people! For those who 
worshipped Muhammad, Muhammad i 
dead. But whosoever worshipped Allah, 
let him know that Allah is alive, and 
will never die.” 

These brief words sum up an 
important belief Muslims have about 
t e Prophet Muhammad #. Muslims 
o not worship any human being. They 

-otship Allah and Allah onlv " 
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,„■/! to the Prophet . 
ago. 


’ fourteen hundred years 


chapters 


young Muslims start reciting the Quran 
/^om 0 very early age. and many go on to 
memorize the whole text. The Quran is the 
only book in the history of mankind which is 
memorized from cover to cover. Today, there 
are thousands and thousands of people in the 
world—they are called huffaz (sing, hafiz) — 
who know the entire Quran by heart. 

By the time of the Prophet’s death, many 
thousands of men and women knew the 
Quran by heart, and the whole text also 
existed in written form. Till today, the Quran 
has remained absolutely unchanged. 


The Quran— The Book of Allah 

Being the true word of Allah in hunran language, the 
Quran is the eternal book of instruction for the whole of 
mankind. It provides correct and understandable answers t 
all the questions which arise in an inquisitive mmd, such as, 
“Why has Allah placed humanity on earth? What « His 
scheme of things in creating such a vast universe? How 
should we lead our lives?" “What will happen to us after 
death?” And so on. , . , , i 

After memorizing all of the revelations which the ange 
Jibril brought to him, the Prophet ^ instructed his 
Companions to memorize them too. He also called for a scribe 
to dictate each one back to him. There were about twenty- 
nine scribes, the more important of whom were Zayed ibn 
Thabit, Ali ibn Abi Talib, Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, 
Abdullah ibn Sa‘d and Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan. Thus the 
entire Quran was written down and memorized by hundreds 
of Companions in the lifetime of the Prophet The Prophet 
^ also recited the entire Quran twice in front of the angel 
Jibril, thus putting its surahs in the correct order. Shortly after 
the Prophet’s death, the Quran was put together in the form 
of a book (or miishaf) by the first Caliph Abu Bakr. During 
the time of the Caliph Uthman, six official copies of it were 
made, and several were sent off to various countries. Two 
such copies exist today in museums in Istanbul and Tashkent. 

From the time of the Prophet Muhammad when the 
Quran was revealed and written down on the leaves of date- 
palms, parchments, etc., the script of the Quran has gone 
through a number of stages. Most of the early copies were 
wntten in a script with square-shaped letters known as Kufic 
In the early tenth century, Ibn Muqla, who was considered 
the father of Arabic calligraphy, developed its rules and 
efined the shape, size, curvature and position of each letter 
Ureron, other scripts such as Thulth, Naskh, Muhaqqaq 
y am. Tauqi and Riqa were developed. Thus the Arabic 

mosdv used to transcribe the^Quranic S 

Prophe” I'r LT 

the Quran through his Comna • t^ontaining verses of 

letters were first 'an^To 
presenting them to the resnecriv ^ 

Prophefs own Ufettar L^er 

pans into Persian. During the tenth translated in 

Printed by wooden blocks Th. T^ was 

‘nto Latin was done in 1143 3 !of the Quran 
translarionwaspublishedffi in 1543. A German 

trans ation appeared in 1648 qI’ u ^^sUsh 
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sioht. Then the angel said, “Of all things, what 
«wU you '°''® “ possess?" “Sheep." hg 


^pl,ed. So he was given a ewe with its lambs. And 
the angel said, "May Allah bless them." 

All the animals multiplied, so that the first 
man had a valley full of camels, the second a valley 
(ull of cons and the third a valley full of sheep. 


Later, the angel came in the guise of a leper 
to the first man and said, “I am a poor man, 
unable to travel any further without Allah’s 
help—or yours. By the One who has given you 
wealth and a beautiful skin and complexion, 
give me a camel to ride on my journey.” The 
man replied, “I have too many obligations.” The 
angel said, ‘‘1 seem to recognize you. Weren’t 
you once a leper whom people shunned? And 
weren’t you poor before Allah gave you so 
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fTKiini ihe-c 2 iKL As die sngel left, he 
sail ‘MaY Alhh Hess it. 

To the man with the diseased scalp, 
die and sad *0f all things, vikat would 
TCu most kne to ha\e’’ The man rephed, 
‘Beautiful han and a cure for the disease 
It which people shim me.’ So the angel 
p^^ hi' feiiis over him and his wishes 
»^ere granted. .Agam the ai^l asked, “Of 
most love to 
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much?” The man replied, ‘‘I inherited 
this wealth from a nobleman, who 
inherited it from a nobleman.” The 
angel said, “If you are a liar, may Allah 


turn you back into a leper.” 

Then, in the guise of a bald man, 
he came to the man who had once had a 
diseased scalp and made the same 
request as he had to the first man. His 
plea was similarly turned down. The 
angel said, “If you are a liar, may Allah 
turn you back into a bald man.” 

Coming to the third man in the 
guise of a blind man, he said, “I am a 
poor, homeless man, unable to reach my 
destination, unless Allah , or you, can 
help me. By the One who restored your 
sight, give me a ewe to help me on my 
way.” The man said, “I was blind, and 
Allah restored my sight. So take 
whatever you will and leave whatever 
you will, for, by Allah, I will not grudge 
you anything you take for His sake.” 
The angel said, “Keep your wealth, for 
you were only being tested. You may 
keep your blessings, but your 
companions have lost all.” 


Many Kinds of Charity 


The Prophet ^ said, “Give alms from the right 
hand, but your left hand should not come to know of 
it.” But over and above giving alms and feeding the 
poor, the Prophet ^ gave much wider meaning to 
the concept of charity, as he believed that every good 
act was a form of charity: smiling at a fellow human 
being; showing the road to a person who has lost his 
way; removing hindrances such as thorns and stones 
from the road; assisting the blind; helping a person to 
mount his beast; uttering pure, comforting words and 
replying to questions with mildness. All of these for 
the Prophet^ were forms of charity. 













- And the Stone Moved 

“ «ory of told 

the mount.™, 

They quickly ,„ok .hcl.j'^; 

blocked by , huge stone which 
came hurtling down the 
mountain side. Now it was 
impossible for them to get out. 

So they began to pray to Allah, 
recalling the good deeds they had 
done, in the hopes that Allah 
would be pleased with them and 
set them free. 

The first one said that he 
and his wife and children were 
living with his aged parents. 

Whenever he returned with his 
herd, he milked the animals and 
then offered the milk first to his 
parents and then to his children. 

One day, he went far away and, 
by the time he came back home, 
it was very late and his parents 
had fallen asleep. He milked the 
herd as usual and brought the 
milk to his parents, but seeing 
that they were sound asleep, he 
did not feel like waking them up. 

His children ran to him for their 
milk, but he felt it was not ngh 

"give it to them before he gave 

his parents. So he stood 


— aunight_ , 

get up. They did not ‘o 

dawn. Only then, when?K ^teak 

tl^eir milk, did he give an '' 

What he did that da U '"'"“dren 
Please Allah, and he blgjjd h T 

his Maker 
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d away 

refused to when she w^J^ 

,. Then a tim famine t 

^ '1 f help, because 120 

e to him and be Ugr forcibly. 

She came t , ^ ^ 

Then he wanted to do so. He 

bSe pleaded ^ ^ ,rning away from 

A to her request 

for them to come out of the cave. 

The third man said that once he 
had hired the services of a workman 
for a bushel of rice. When the work 
was completed, he gave the man his 
bushel of rice, but the workman, not 
liking the quality of it, went off 
without it. So he kept re-planting it 
until he had earned enough money 
from its sale to buy some cows. Years 
later, the workman returned and 
demanded his wages. He told the 
man to take away the cows which 

had greatly multiplied by that time. 

nd this he promptly did without 

^^vmg a single cow for their owner 
Afer telling this tale, he begged 

Allah to .1 &6 u 




So thfi < 













^ The Message of Peace 


place, they were all bl' H ^ rlwellmg 

OpIv if 4 . s"! 'lb ? “i* •»»•■ 

-reb, 

followers he would say. “You are all AA • 

c^ldrerr arrdAdarnwasn:d:^t^^^^^^^^ 

trurh “A 

true believer is one with whom others feel 
^cure — one who returns love for hatred.” 

He taught believers that returning love only 
when love was given was base human 
conduct. The true believer caused no harm to 
those who mistreated him, but chose rather to 
work for their good. The Prophet ^ himself 
led the way with his common sense, kindness, 
gentleness, humility, and good humour. He 
greatly loved all people and even animals. 

The Prophet ^ was a leader, yet, 
believing he was no greater or better than 


The Hadith— 


Sayings of the Prophet ^ 


The Hadith, i.e. the sayings and deeds of the 
Prophet form a Muslim code of conduct second 
ordy to the Quran in religious importance. Handed 
doVkTi from person to person, starting with the 
Prophet’s Companions and contemporaries, the truth 
of their content (mam) was guaranteed by the 
narrators’ reliability. This system was called isrmd 
The best of the six well-established books of 
Hadith (al-kutub as-sutah) are the Sahih C’The 
Authennc") of al-Bukhan and Muslim. The others 
bv Abu Dawud, al-Tirmidhi. Al-Nasai and Ibn 

Forty Hodit/iofNawawi 


Others, he 

unwanted r 

- lowers to behave kindt 
elease slaves whenevf ' '‘‘’^'nibly, 

alms, especially to vew give 

-d prisoners 

He was the soul of goodn 

d people harmed him, he M,d"’ " 


be wntcl e!l 


ofsurpass»‘K^ 


id 

to bear. all ht 

tvould merely 








A An inside view of the 


prophets Mosque in Madinah 


opposed this. When things became 
impossible, he left for Madinah. 
Wars were waged against him, but 
he convinced his enemies that 
peace had greater power than war, 
as was shown by the peace treaty of 
Hudaybiyyah. In this the 
Prophet # agreed to every demand 
of his enemies, on the assurance 
that, in return, peace would 
necessarily ensue. 

His life went through various 
stages of well-being and extreme 
hardship, yet never once did he 

stray from the path of moderation. 

At all times, and right till the end 
he remained the patient and 

fateful servant of the Almighty, 

nnging his message of peace and 

‘Stance to all mankind. 













z 7 . Glossary 


state 

be m to ^ ^ 

name o( the t«> .Ktte. u^^^^^^ 

, plain doths«otnt 

Akb„A The He^ei. We^« \ the sNtllmgi^ 

rnSsacnficesfoto*^^^^^ 

aJkdwaccwmtlochisorheideeds. \ ^ ^ ^ 

Ansa The Helpeiv those people \ shining example o( this great 

o(bb 4 inah»ho helped the Prophet \ 


_ _ mh’maiepilgnna' 


ot 
pll 
Or 
the 
foil, 
chil 
aski 
true 
secu 
Her 
wher 
cond' 
those 
work 
led th 
gentle 
great! 

believ 


nmadftanoTOVAn^ i . ^ qI the 

^»“ \ f'”?M' ““'li 


A>ah^ verse of the Qunti 


\ MaWahtoleuisalem.Seehll'llA). 


the Prophet Muhammad $ said, 
“Deeds wiU be judged according to 
intentions." 

Nabi A person chosen by Allah to 
bnng His message to hummn’. 

The Prophet Muhammad ® svas 

die last of the Prophets. 

Quran The Dime Book, revealed 
to the Prophet Muhammad $ as 
the final revelation of Allah to 
mankind. 

BibaUsuty. the chargmgof interest 
on a loan, which is forbidden in 
Islam. 


Commentary and 
explanatory notes on the Quran 

Talbiyah The invocation the 
pilgrim often repeats after puttinp 
on ihram during Hajj. ® 

Taqwa PieD', to be pnident and 
conscious of Allah. TTiat is, being 
careful not to overstep the limits 
set by the Almighty. 

Tawaf Going around the Kabah 
seven times in an ano-clockwise 
direction, hamg the Kabah on the 
left hand side. 

lahifr.’yahDays of Ignorance, the \ Islam. 1 Tawhid Belief in the Oneness of 

M-Kutub al-Sittah The six well 1 ^^mArabiabeforethecoirung 1 daily prayers 1 Allah—the most ftmdamental of 

established books of Hadiih. TW 1 ^ 1 b>. Muslims, as a forni of 1 Islamic concepts, 

include collec^ns of I , Gabriel, ^ho T worship of Allah. fOne of the five 1 ^nirah The lesser pilgrimage to 

^ \ M lS. messagesto the pillars of Ulam.l Makkah. which may he performed 

' u fa, H \ Hophet Muhammad Fasting m the month of 1 at any time of the year. 

Dhul-bhu^^mOT 1 ^ cube-shaped bidding 1 Tlamadan (One of the five pillars I The washing of hands, face 

*''' ' that stands m the centre of the 1 of Island | and feet before prayers. 


calendar i mosque in Makkah towards 

Dawah The mtroducnon of Islam \ Muslims face while praying 
to non-Muslims I j, onginally built by die 

Hadith Saymgs oi tradinons of the 1 Prophets Ibtahim and Ismail (p«^e 
Prophet Muhammad These are 1 be upon theraV 
an important source of Ulamic law. 1 The Night ofPowet, 

Hafc Plural, huffuj. Someone who 1 when the veiy fast reveladon of 
knows the entire ^tan fa heart \ the Quran was made to the Prophet 


Hajj The annual pilgrimage to 
Makkah. (One of the five piUars of 
Islam.) 

Hijrah Migianon. This refers to the 
migration of the Prophet 
Muhammad$ from Makkah to 
Madinah m June 622 AD. It marks 
the beginning of the Islamic 
calendar. 

Hilfal-Fudul A group ofMakkans 
formed to help weak and depnved 
people- In fas south, the Prophet 
Muhammad $ was an active 
member of this group. 


Muhammad tSr- 
Mi'taj The ascent through the 
heavens ,4 of the Prophet 
Muhamibad 

Muhajir The migrants, those who 
migrated to Madinah from Makkah 
along with the Prophet 
Muhammad $ 

Muslim One who submits himself 
to Allah by following the religion 
of Islam. 

^Niysah Declaranon of mtennon. 
Isbm teaches that inienbon has a 
great place m a believer's life, as 


Shariah The eternal ethical and 

moral codes of Islam based on the 

Quran and the Sunnah. 

Sitah Biographical wntmgs about 
the conduct and examples of the 
Prophet Muhammad SSf. 

Sunnah litetaUy, path ot example. 
It applies particularly to the 
example of the Prophet 
Muhammad^ and includes what 
he said, did and approved of. 
Sahabah Singular sahib, sahabi. 
Companions. The term is used for 
those who were closest to the 
Prophet kept frequent company 
with him, memomed the Quran, 
assimilated his teachings and 
transmitted fas saiings. However, 
in general, anyone who believed in 
the Prophet Muhammad's mission 
and had seen him once in fas life 
nme is regarded as a Companion. 


Wuquf Utetally. “standing." 
Staying in the Arafat valley and 
especially praying there in the 
standing position on the second 
day of Hajj. 

Zakat Purifying tax on wealth. It 
IS consideted as a religious duty 
and a social obligation. (One of 
the five pillars of Islam.) 

^ SaliaUahu okyhi uusnUom. May 
the peace and blcssmgs of Allah 
be upon hun. These words are 
said every time the Prophet 
Muhammad $ is mennoned, 
as a mark of respect and 
salutation. 

Sjf Alayhis Salam. Peace be upon 
him. These words are said every 
time the name of a prophet is 
mentioned, as a mark of respect 
and salutation. 










